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CBCGDF: A Leading Chinese Conservation NGO

The China Biodiversity Conservation 
and Green Development Foundation 
(CBCGDF) is an independent non-
governmental organization (NGO)
dedicated to environmental 
protection and biodiversity 
conservation. 

As China's leading biodiversity 
organization today, the NGO was 
originated from the Milu Deer 
reintroduction in 1985.

It have about 50 staff and thousands
of registered volunteers nationwide.



In 2014, we're honored to become a member 
of the IUCN, and become partner of the CMS
in 2016, and a member of GGBN and an 
observer of FAO's ITGPRFA in 2017. We are 
also an authorized publisher of the GBIF.

With a public fund raising license, we funded 
hundreds of grassroots NGOs and individuals 
in past 3 years, and hosted many biodiversity 
projects and environmental events around the 
country to aware the people, encourage the 
people, and empower the people. 

CBCGDF: A Leading Chinese Conservation NGO
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Jane Goodall: “Together, Let’s make it a better world for all life…” 



A holistic & innovative approach towards conservation



Pangolins: who are they? – the world’s most trafficked mammal



Pangolins: who are they?

There are 8 subspecies of pangolin: 4 Asian subspecies and 4 African subspecies.
Thanks to the unfortunate belief that pangolin flesh, scales, and fetuses are delicacies 
and/or have medicinal benefits, the Chinese Pangolin and the Sunda Pangolin are 
classified as Endangered. As Asian pangolin species become scarce, wildlife traffickers 
are sourcing African pangolin species for illegal markets.

All eight pangolin subspecies are listed in CITES Appendix I, which would 
essentially ban international trade in pangolins and their parts or derivatives.

Asian pangolin subspecies:
•Chinese or Formosan pangolin (Manis pentadactyla) – Critically Endangered
•Malayan or Sunda pangolin (Manis javanica) – Critically Endangered
•Indian or thick-tailed pangolin (Manis crassicaudata) – Endangered
•Palawan or Philippine pangolin (Manis culionensis) – Endangered
African pangolin subspecies:
•Tree or African white-bellied pangolin (Phataginus tricuspis) – Vulnerable
•Giant ground pangolin (Smutsia gigantea) – Vulnerable
•Cape or Temminck’s ground pangolin (Manis temminckii) – Vulnerable
•Long-tailed or black-bellied pangolin (Uromanis tetradactyla) – Vulnerable

Distribution Map. From Wikipedia

http://pangolins.org/2012/04/18/meet-the-chinese-pangolin/
http://pangolins.org/2011/11/21/secrets-of-a-sunda-pangolin/
http://pangolins.org/2012/02/10/meet-the-species-three-cusped-pangolin/
http://pangolins.org/2012/02/01/meet-the-species-giant-ground-pangolin/
http://pangolins.org/2012/02/16/meet-the-species-cape-pangolin/
http://pangolins.org/2012/02/16/meet-the-species-long-tailed-pangolin/


What are pangolins hunted for?

Scales - Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM)

Meat - Food



Pangolins: the world’s most trafficked mammals

500kg of trafficked pangolin scales 
were seized in Benin, March 2018

China seizes record 12 tons of 
endangered pangolin scales, according 

to Shenzhen Customs in November 2017



You do the math…

1 adult pangolin has about 0.4 kg scales on average

When Where Weight From how many?

March 2017 Shanghai Customs 3100 kilograms 7750

July 2017 Shenzhen Customs 11900 kilograms 29750

May 2018 Zhenjiang Customs 429 kilograms 1073

July 2018 Hongkong Customs 7100 kilograms 17750

Aug 2018 Japan Customs 7100 kilograms 17750



Pangolin Eaters

In February 2017, CBCGDF Wildlife 
Volunteers found people eating 
pangolins and showed off the luxury 
experiences on social media (Weibo). 

The screenshot of a blog post about 
Guangxi officials inviting business 
investors from Hong Kong to eat 
pangolin at a reception went viral on 
Weibo. Officials from the Guangxi 
Investment Promotion Agency have 
been accused of hosting the banquet.

http://english.cri.cn/12394/2017/02/08/1461s951430.htm



Pangolin Eaters

The “Pangolin Princess” discovered by 
CBCGDF Wildlife Volunteers

A young woman has been arrested and is under 
investigation in Shenzhen, only days after pictures 
showing her eating protected animals were discovered 
online by local officials.

Local police said that according to the pictures posted 
on the woman's Weibo account she had eaten 
protected animals at least twice in 2011 and 2012.

The endangered animals that she is said to have eaten 
include pangolins, snakes and swans.

The woman has deleted all of the messages involving 
protected animals that were posted on her Weibo
account.

http://english.cri.cn/12394/2017/02/14/3941s951840.htm



2017：A Turning Point for Pangolins

CBCGDF Volunteers went on black 
market investigation in 2017.

CBCGDF volunteers reported a local TV broadcasted Cooking Show 
teaching people how to cook pangolins for alleged health benefits in 2017.



2017：A Turning Point for Pangolins

CBCGDF has established 3 Community Conservation Areas (CCAfa) for Pangolins all over China since 2017.  



2018：We’re Counting Pangolins



2018：A Year of Counting Pangolins

• 1. Taking inventory of pangolins and pangolin products 
confiscated by Customs in the past few years: disclose the 
statistics about their whereabouts and usages after confiscation;  

• 2. Counting pangolin products sold by stores and online: varieties, 
stock volume, sale, source of the pangolin products; share the 
inventory information with the public; 

• 3. Counting the number of pangolins received by Wildlife Rescue 
Centers, pangolin farms, and research institutions: how many 
pangolins they've received in the past years, and where those 
mammals ended up? Reveal the information to the public; 

• 4. Making an inventory of the amount of pangolin and its 
products in the field of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM) 
pharmacies and open to the public. 

• 5. Demanding the Custom-confiscated pangolin scales should be 
burned in fire, to give a clear signal to international suppliers. 



Confiscated pangolins 

Managed by Provincial-Level
Forestry Departments

Wildlife Rescue Stations

Pangolin Farms
For commercial utilizationrestaurants

Pharmacy 
companies

Pangolin 
Laundering 

???



2015.3-9 The Guangxi Wildlife Rescue Station transported 42 pangolins to 

pangolin farms and a steel company…  

According to the open information available on the 
Guangxi Forestry Department’s website:

During March-September 2015，the Guangxi Rescue 
Station transported a total of 42 pangolins to a steel 
company and a Pangolin farm in 6 batches.

WHY A STEEL COMPANY NEEDS PANGOLIN?
How many pangolins the Rescue Center have 
sent in other times? 



2018.2  CBCGDF wrote to Northeast Forestry University: on 11.9 tons of Scales

It was reported the 11.9 tons of confiscated 
pangolin scales by Shenzhen Customs (in late 
2017) were transferred to China’s Northeast 
Forestry University. CBCGDF asked: where are 
they? What kind of scientific research project 
needs 11.9 tons of pangolin scales? 



2018.3  CBCGDF wrote to Shanghai Customs: on whereabouts of 3.1 tons scales

In March 2017, Shanghai Customs announced 3.1 tons of pangolin scales were confiscated. 



2018.4.7 Awareness Promotion for Pangolins for Students



2018.4.10 Administrative Lawsuit Filed by CBCGDF against Forestry Dept. Accepted by Court

In August 21, 2017, 33 living pangolins were confiscated and 
sent to the Guangxi Forestry Department (GFD), which later 
handed them over to a Wildlife Rescue Center. The CBCGDF 
offered veterinarian help but got refused.

In September 2017, the CBCGDF applied to the GFD for 
information disclosure of its pangolin data and treatment 
measures for the past 5 years (2012 -2016). Once again, the 
GFD dismissed our request. 

The GFD has clearly violated China's governmental 
information disclosure regulations. 

Later, all pangolins were reported died. 

In February 26, 2018, the CBCGDF brought an administrative 
lawsuit. The case was heard on June 6th in Guangxi.



A workshop was held by 
CBCGDF to solicit China’s 
top law experts’ opinion on 
Pangolin Conservation and 
Information Disclosure. 

2018.6.4：CBCGDF Organized a Law Experts’ Workshop Discussing the lawsuit



2018.6.7 Africa-China Wildlife Conservation Conference Targets Pangolin Protection

JOHANNESBURG, June 8 (Xinhua News Agency) -- China has upped the ante in the fight against the illegal trade of wildlife 
by putting various measures in place to tackle the issue.



2018.7.11 CBCGDF Contributes Biodiversity Data to GBIF



2018.7.16 China Daily: Pangolins Removed from Textbooks as TCM Ingredient 



2018.8.1 NFGA Withdrew GFD’s Decision and Demanded It to Reply CBCGDF again

Disappointed by the decision made by Guangxi 
Forestry Department (GFD) who refused to disclose 
information about the 33 confiscated pangolins, the 
CBCGDF applied to the higher-level wildlife 
management authority -- China's National Forestry 
and Grassland Administration (NFGA) -- for 
administrative reconsideration. On July 31st, NFGA
judged that Guangxi Forestry Department’s excuse is 
not sound, and it urges the GFD to reply CBCGDF's 
information disclosure request again.

Many people - even Guangxi Forestry Department 
officials admitted that the "33 Pangolins Operation" 
successfully changed their past practices and brought a 
reform to the country's Wildlife Rescue System, making 
it more regulated, transparent and subject it to public 
supervision. 



2018.8.5 Pangolin Poachers in South Africa Were Released on Bail 

According to information 
received, the taxi was stopped 
and searched. During the search, 
the animal, with an estimated 
value of R400,000 ($27,000), was 
found. 

The suspects were about to sell 
the pangolin and were released 
on ONLY R2500 ($170) bail 
each.

A very rare male African pangolin, a highly 
endangered species, has been recovered by police 
after allegedly being stolen from the Rampampa
Mountains just outside Mabeeskraal in Mogwase, 
North West.



Saving Endangered Pangolins: There’s still a Long Way to Go…

On July 21st 2018，it’s reported Hongkong 
Customs confiscated 7.1 tons of pangolin 
scales.

On Aug 2nd 2018, it’s reported Japan Customs confiscated 
7.1 tons of pangolin scales from Nigeria. Worth USD 
450,000,000.



Saving Endangered Pangolins

Innovative approaches by the CBCGDF include but 
not limited to…

Protected 
Areas (CCAfa)

3 Community 
Conservation Areas for 

Pangolins were 
established 

since July 2017

Public 
Participation

Volunteers cyber-
hunted for violators of 
pangolin consumption 

and social media 
show-offs

Environmental 
Public Interest 

Litigation 
(EPIL)

To safeguard public 
environmental interests 

of biodiversity

Awareness 
Promotion

Biodiversity lectures for 
students; public 
awareness via 

fundraising & education 
projects…



Future Prospects

• CBCGDF will continue to protect wild animals 
and plants by justice.

• No matter how harsh the future perspective 
could be, CBCGDF will always remains at the 
frontier of wildlife protection.
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