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Visionary Event Underlines the Role of Structural 
Engineering in Developing Resilient Urban infrastructure

31 May 2018, Thailand
Our region has seen rapid infrastructure development in last few 
decades, and is not showing any signs of slowing down. Such 
rapid and large-scale development leads to a greater need for 
the well qualified and well-trained engineers that can provide 
innovative and reliable solutions, and get them through the 
implementation at an acceptable cost and time. 

Academic institutions and industry play a significant role in the 
development of such human resources and that is why the Asian 
Institute of Technology through AIT Solutions in collaboration 
with Computers and Structures Inc. (CSI), USA organized a 
visionary event titled Structural Engineering: Backbone of 
Built Environment, Future Proofing our Infrastructure to bring 
together industry leaders and experts to share their knowledge 
and expertise

From left: Dr. Karoon Chandrangsu, President, KCS & Associates; Prof. Sinéad C. Mac Namara, Associate Professor, School of 
Architecture, College of Engineering Honors Core Faculty, USA; Dr. Goman Ho, Arup Fellow, Global Leader of Tall Building,Skills 
Network, Adjunct Professor of HongKong Polytechnic University; Prof. C. V. R. Murty, Director, Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur; 
Mr. Ashraf Habibullah, President/CEO, Computers and Structures Inc. CSI, USA; Engr. Antonino ‘Jojo’ S. Aligaen, Head, Construction 
Management Department, Real Estate Division OCLP Holdings, Inc., Philippines; Prof. Pennung Warnitchai, Professor,  Asian Institute 
of Technology; Engr. Jose A. Sy, President SY^2 + Associates Inc. Philippines
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A rich mix of speakers including renowned architects and professional engineers engaged 
in mega projects, academia working on the development new methodologies and 
influencing building codes, software developers who create the tools that engineers use, 
and developers that ultimately engage and utilize these professional for execution of the 
projects were invited to present at this event held on 31 May 2018 at Siam Kempinski 
Hotel Bangkok. 

The event was followed 
by a Dinner Talk titled 
Empowering the 
Next Generation of 
Structural Engineers 
by the renowned 
structural engineering 
and pioneer of 
earthquake engineering 
software Mr. Ashraf 
Habibullah, President/
CEO Computers and 
Structures Inc. CSI, USA. 

Mr. Ashraf Habibullah
and AIT President
Professor Worsak
Kanok-Nukulchai
became friends
since they were
doing their postgraduate
studies at
University of
California Berkley. 

Dr. Naveed Anwar (right) interviews Arch. 
Marshall Strabala and invites him to join 
the advisory board of AIT’s new offering 
Professional Master Degree in Civil 
Engineering specializing in Structural 
Design of Tall Buildings.

The Dinner Talk was attended by H.E. 
Dr. Subin Pinkayan, Chairman, AIT  
Board of Trustees and H.E. Mrs. Mary Jo 
A. Bernardo-Aragon, Ambassador of the 
Embassy of  the Philippines to Thailand
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Arch. Marshall Strabala explains the 
collaborative art of designing super tall 
buildings

Dr. Goman Ho tackles the parametric 
analysis and design engine for tall buildings

Prof. Pennung Warnitchai presents new 
challenges in earthquake and wind 
engineering in Thailand

Prof. CVR Murty informs the development 
of new building codes in India

Prof. Sinéad C. Mac Namara underscores 
the importance of collaborations in 
architecture and engineers

Engr. Jose A. Sy shares the structural design 
practice in the Philippines

Dr. Karoon Chandrangsu shares the 
development of tall buildings in Thailand

Engr. Antonino ‘Jojo’ S. Aligaen shares 
what the developers think about structural 
engineering

Dr. Naveed Anwar highlights what and 
how the future engineers will continue to 
learn

Link to all presentations

http://solutions.ait.ac.th/ve-event-ppts/
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Mr. Ashraf Habibullah plays with VR with the 
help of AIT IT team

Mr. Ashraf visits the exhibition of Civil and 
Structural Engineering

Mr. Ashraf tries the Can Crusher Robot by 
Innovation Lab at AIT Solutions

AIT staff and students pose with the celebrity 
speaker Mr. Ashraf

Participants come from countries including Brunei, Cambodia India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Nepal, 
New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines, Tajikistan, Thailand, USA

Myanmar participants pose with Dr. Naveed 
Anwar

Dr. Naveed (center) introduces invited speaker 
Prof. Mac Namara to AIT President Worsak 
Kanok-Nukulchai

Link to all photos

http://solutions.ait.ac.th/media-center/photo-gallery/
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Technical Seminar and Workshop on PBD of Tall 
Buildings

The visionary event was followed by a 
Technical Seminar and Workshop on 
Performance Based Structural Design 
of Tall Buildings, Designing for Safer 
Infrastructure on 1-2 June 2018 at the 
Asian Institute of Technology.

During the technical seminar, experts 
discussed the latest structural design 
philosophies and performance-based 
design procedure, and provided an account 
of recent developments and trends in 
the modeling, analysis and performance 
evaluation of high-rise buildings with 
emphasis on various issues, challenges 
and opportunities. Based on practical 
experience obtained from the detailed 
structural analysis and design of a large 
number of high-rise buildings, experts 
will also share some important insights 
into the nonlinear and dynamic behavior 
of buildings and will provide useful 
recommendations for an effective design 
and enhanced structural performance 
against wind and earthquake loads.

The workshop focused on hands-on 
training sessions for various software and 
computational tools required to carry out 
performance-based design. Apart from 
practical demonstration to conduct various 
analysis procedures with emphasis on the 
interpretation of analysis results.

Link to all photos

http://solutions.ait.ac.th/media-center/photo-gallery/
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Dr. Naveed Anwar explains the special 
considerations and challenges in 
performance-based structural design of tall 
buildings

Engr. Shabir Talpur focuses on nonlinear 
modeling and analysis procedures

Engr. Ziauddin Wrishad explains the wind 
effects on buildings and structures and 
wind tunnel model tests

Engr. Thaung Htut Aung tackles the 
procedure for performance-based 
structural design of tall buildings

Engr. Steve Zuo shares the performance-
based structural design practices in China

Dr. Pramin Norachan presents case studies 
on performance-based structural design of 
tall buildings

Dr. Goman Ho talks about an alternative 
static procedure for nonlinear time history 
analysis for tall and slender structures

Link to all presentations

www.solutions.ait.asia

http://solutions.ait.ac.th/ve-event-ppts/

